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The History of GOCAA INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION

The GOCCA INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION is an international competition hosted by the GOCAA and A.C.
ORANGE

ming to discover and promote young talent, the competition attracts many young talented pianists from around the
world to perform and compete. With highly qualified judges and a rigorous selection process, the competition makes a direct

positive impact on the future of piano study for young pianists.

Global Outstanding Chinese Artists Association (GOCAA) started the Global Outstanding Junior Performers Audition in China
in2013. GOCAA started the International Music Competition in 2018 and held the global finals in the U.S., and the Competitor
Level is getting higher and higher.

The competition attracted contestants from China, the U.S., Russia, Switzerland, Canada, the U.K., Australia, New Zealand,
Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia. GOCAA has organized hundreds of concerts for talented young musicians, as well as
holding international music camps which located in the top music halls and the world's leading music academies, inviting top
inlernational musicians (o join the team of mentors to train our future performers during winter and summer yearly, for we

sincerely hope that winning awards in our competitions will only be the beginning of these rising young talents” soaring journey.

In the future, GOCAA will launch tours for contracted young musicians in China, the U.S., and Canada. Growing on stage is our

goal and philosophy for the competition.

From 2022 onwards, GOCAA added the Young Artist Signing Award to attract experienced young artists to participate in the
competition and provide outstanding young artists with the opportunity to tour. The organizer of GOCAA, AC Orange, is a
performance brokerage company with over 100 music halls across China. Ms. Fangfang Pan, the Chairman of GOCAA is
responsible for selecting top young performers to launch a tour across China. Every year, she will invite 10 young performers to

hold 100 concerts in 10 cities across China to help these young performers establish a career path and provide opportunities for

these future i In recent years, the d young performers of GOCAA ha ively won awards

in major il i iti ing their ing talents. GOCAA has also collaborated with domestic and

foreign symphony orchestras to promote concerts featuring our contracted performers playing concertos. GOCAA has partnered
with KNS Records in Europe to distribute records worldwide, and have already released albums for five young performers.
Outstanding teenage performer has also released an album with a Chinese record company. And the partnership with SinoVision
brings us the opportunity to broadcast a series of music concert video collections showcasing our prize winners' outstanding
achievements and performance talents to audiences in the United States. Our goal is to help outstanding young performers

accumulate talent and embark on becoming professional performers!

About GOCAA

The Global Outstanding Chinese Artists Association is a Non-profit Arts Association recognized by the U.S. Federal
Government ( Approval Number : 47-45494244 ). As a comprehensive artistic organization, GOCAA members are active in

many forms of arts including musical arts, visual arts, dance and other art forms.

‘GOCAA aims to promote cooperation among Chinese artists and nurture artistic achievements domestically and abroad. In order
to create an international platform for artistic expression, GOCAA not only invites many outstanding artists from internationally

renowned music schools and art schools, but has also invited many experts from the arts industry. GOCAA frequently hosts

academic activities around the globe to encourage artistic communication among Chinese artists. More and more Chinese artists

are being introduced to the world as more and more successful activities are held by GOCAA!
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Alink - Argerich
Foundation

The Alink-Argerich Foundation is a unique organisation, offering the most complete details on music competitions

ever compiled. By its nature and background, AAF has the widest range of information on piano competitions.

Competitions play an important role in the life of a musician whether one likes it or not. There are more and more
music competitions all over the world, delivering a vast array of winners and non-winners every year. Many young
talents take part with much expectation and high hopes. Some are rewarded. many are disappointed. It becomes
more and more difficult to assess Lhe situation and to evaluate the significance of a prize, the award-winner or the

ofa

It is in this respect that AAF tries to make a difference, to help and assist, by

offering clear and useful information.

The Alink-Argerich Foundation is there to give information, assistance and advice to musicians and competition

The F dati intains a unique of ition related materials such as application

brochures with the rules and conditions of music competitions and competition programme books.

Keywords to describe the intent of the Alink-Argerich Foundation are: reliability. quality, sincerity, and respect.

The Foundation is an active isati ing and itoring activity on a worldwide scale. With its activities

and goals. the Foundation seeks to improve and support the circumstances in which true talent can emerge and

quality can be acknowledged.
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Date
July 5th

July 6th

July 7th
full day
July 8th

Time

3:00PM -700 PM

10:00 AM - 300 PM

10:00 AM - 1200 PM

1:00PM -3:00 PM

3:00PM -7:00 PM

7:00PM -9:00 PM

1000 AM - 6:00 PM

5:30 PM -7:30 PM

8:00PM -10:00 PM

Venue

The National
Opera Center
The National

Opera Center

OPERA
America's
National Opera
Center, Marc A.
ScorcaHall

Carnegie Hall
(Weill Recital Hal)
Carnegie Hall

(Weill Recital Hall)
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International Music Competition

Final Round

New York Final Schedule

Events

Masterclass with Professor of The Juilliard School

1 Lesson with P from

School of Musi¢/The Juilliard School
/The Curtis Institute of Music

Recording and filming: $200 for 5 minutes.

Pure piano audition: $100 for 5 minutes.

Professional Recording and Filming/Piano Audition

Session (Li

ited to 20 people).
Opening Concert: Performance by past contracted young
musicians of GOCAA

- Yu Wenting/Liu Jingci Piano Concert.

GOCAA Grand Finals

Concert by participants of the GOCAA 2022 Grand
Finals (Free admission)

GOCAA Grand Finals

Freetime at evening

Rehearsal for the 2022 Grand Finals participants
performing

Concert at Carnegie Hall featuring the 2022 Grand Finals

participants

Award Ceremony for the 2023 Grand Finals participants
*All trophies and certificates must be collected on-site.

If you cannot attend, we can mail the certificate for the Grand Finals,

but trophies will not be sent.
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International Music Competition

Final Round

Bosbton Final Schedule

Date Time Venue Events

Aug 19t 300PM-7:00 PM Check in Hotel

Aug 20th  10:00AM-300PM  Boston Conservatory =~ Master Class (Strings / Piano/ Chamber music )
at Berklee All professors are from Boston Conservatory at Berklee
1. Lynn Chang, violin
2. Paul Laraia, viola
3. Michael Lewin, piano
4. Jonathan Bass, piano
5. RhondaRider cello
Master class fee: $300 /45 min
practice room fee: $40/ one Hour , $300 / private room whole day
Aug 21th  9:00AM -6:00PM Boston Conservatory  Competition final round
at Berklee
6:00 PM -9:00 PM Boston Conservatory GOCAA Opening Concert
at Berklee
Aug 22th  9:00AM -6:00PM Boston Conservatory ~ Competition final round

atBerklee

6:00PM -9:00 PM Boston Conservatory ~ 2023 finals Award Ci & Result A ement

at Berklee
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International Music Competition

Pinalilound

Final Awards

Signed Professional Young Artist award (6 Winners)

Signed Young Performer Award (6 Winners)

Gold, Silver and Bronze awards will be selected for each category



2022 GOCAA Young Artist ( 8-18)
Pianist

Chengeheng Yao: ShangHai Conservatory of Music, China

Yifan Wu: Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China

Chan Ho Ting Alexander: Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, China
Lukes Kan, Canada

Victoria Sun, USA

Felix Suo, Australia

Carson Chen, Canada

James Wu, Canada

2022 GOCAA Professional Artist (18-32)
Yang Wang. Shanghai China

Haotian
Zhaolin Fei

Nanjing China

Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China

Victoria Wang, Braintrec, USA

2020-2021 2021 GOCAA Young Artist ( 8-18)
Pianist

Yidi Ding: The Juilliard School (NY), China

Xinyu Jiang: Middie School Aliliated to Shang}lai Conservatory of Music. China
Yiduo Zhao: Middle School Afiliated to ShangHai Conservatory of Music, China
Justin Chen: Rayal Conservatory of Music, Canada

Zihan Jin: Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China

Fengqi Qiu: Shanghai Conservatory of Music. China

Ming Ai Gai: Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China

Xuanxiang Wu: Shenghai Conservatory of Music, China

Paul Wang. Canada

Pinn Mahasaranond, Thailand /Singapore

Jie Liang, New Zealand

Xihang Tian, Canada

Gabrielle Kejun Liu, Canada

2021 GOCAA Professional Artist (18-32)
Golden Prize: WenTing Yu

Silver Prize:

Bronze Prize: Chang Li
Fourth Prize: XiZu Liang
Fifth Prize: RuoXi Jin

Sixth Prize: Anduo Chen/HaiYue Tian
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International Music Competition

Final Round

Previous Laureates

2019 Youth Pianist Contract Award:
Gergory Vandikas, Canada

Nina ZhangYang. USA

¥i Zhong. USA

John Lee, the UK

Kitty Ho, the UK
Matthesw Leung. the UK
Betty Wu, the UK

Junior Pianist Contract Award:
Angela Ye, Canada

Antian Jiang. Canada

Richard Yeh. Canada

Arten Kopylov. Canada
Andrew Bao, Canada

Anson Zhuo Heng Yu, Canada
George Yi Han Wang, Canada
Rachel Wang, Canada

HongSi Li, China

Ho Ngai Tin

JiaRui Zhang, China
Xingyuan Zhang, China
YiFan Lei, China

Voeal:
Junior Vocalist Contract Award: Adrit Panda, Canada
String:

Junior String Player Contract Award: Yen Jen Lin, Canads

2018

Connor Taylor, Canada
Jessica Wang, Canada
Ryan Huang, Canada
Jing Zhang, China
Huanging Zhou, China
Joshua Noronha, Australia
Tina Algeri, Australia
Ranfei Wang, Canada
Donggi Zhang, China
Shenghao Ling, China
Nicole Li, Australia
Yunying Chen, China

Jingyi Ren, China

2017

Shuan Hem Lee, Australia
Hao Rao, China

Sidney Eric, Australia
Hannah Wang, Australia
Duoduo Xia, China
Enzuio Luo, China

Tomer Nuriyev, America
Zhizhu Gu, China

Shixing Yu, China

2016

Ceicilia Limargana, Australia
Yifan Wu, China

Xitong Tan, Hong Kong, China
Wei Chen, China

Sixian Yu, China

Jingyi Zou, China

Zengyue Fan, China

Haoting Deng, Hong Kong, China

2015
Wong Yat Fei, Hong Kong, China
Yang Xiao, China

Xiaoyu Cheng, China
Haoyang Jiang, China
Yuxiao Feng, China
Senbao Lu, China
Yuheng Lin, China
Yifan Chen, China

2014
Xinyue Gao, China
Qiyuan Hu, China

Zhehao Wang, China

2013

Zekai Liv, China

Le Peng, China

Tianju Liao, China
Sheng’an Wang, China
Xingyao Feng, China
Ke Tang, China
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GOCAA Concerto Festival

Preliminary Round : Any Movement of any concerto

Final Round : one movement of Mozart Concerto

Final Application Fee: $280
Plan A :$ 2000 ( Play with Symphony Orchestra )
Plan B : Online Final - send video to apply

Plan C : In-person Final - Play with piano accompaniment

International Mozart Concerlo Iestival *Plan A application fee include:

i Cone ; l:ly Inperson. il (2023) - Conductor Public Master Class (zoom meeting online master class)
Bhpio Topic : How to play Mozart Concerto with orchestra
- Rehearse two times with the orchestra (December 10)

- Public performance : December, 2023

About track requirements:

wapamden | posksmsan

-Piano -Mozart concerto (chose One movement )

2023 December (LOS Angeles) Piano Concerto No. 9 in E-flat Major, K. 271

Piano Concerto No. 15 in B-flat Major, K. 450

Collaborative orchestra : Piano Concerto No. 19 in F Major, K. 459
Piano Concerto No. 20 in D Minor, K. 466

) q i
Symphony Irvine Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major. K. 467
Piano Concerto No. 22 in E-flat Major, K. 482
Piano Concerto No. 23 in A Major, K. 488
Conductor: - v
Piano Concerto No. 24 in C Minor, K. 491
Dean Anderson Piano Concerto No. 25 in C Major, K. 503

Piano Concerto No. 27 in B-flat Major, K. 595
. Concerto no. 12 in A major K414
Location :
La Sierra University Campus -Strings may choose other composer pieces
Hole Memorial Auditorium

4500 Riverwalk Parkway, Riverside , CA 92505
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Execubive CommitGee

Fangfang Pan
Chairman
Yuanfei Jiang Vivi Shiwei Wu
Executive Director Director of International Affairs
- -‘
Wenting Yu Jingci Liu
Artist-in-Residence Arlist-in-Residence

. LS
Xianfeng Zhang Charles Li Siwei Zhang
Member of Executive Committee Member of Executive Committee Live Host
(China Region) (Canada Region) (New York Final)

1w
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FangFang Pan

Chairman of GOCAA

Chairman of the Global Outstanding Chinese Artists Association, an extraordinary piano
educator who immigrated to the United States with an EB1-A (Alien of Extraordinary Ability)
Visa, Associate member of Grammy. the guest lecturer of the Xinghai Concert Hall ABRSM
(Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music) graded-exam lecture series. The founder
and education director of Guangzhou Yayun-Poly Music & Art Studio.

Judges of the ZhongSin I i Music Ci ition (Singar the Chopin

International Piano Competition for Young Pianists (preliminary, quarter-final), and many

other major piano competitions. Moreover, Ms. Fangfang Pan succ:

sfully introduced major
music events from Hong Kong and Macau into China mainland, which has made great
contributions to the music education of China mainland as well as the cultural exchange

between special administrative regions and the mainland.

After her immigration to America, Ms. Fangfang Pan participated as the judge in multiple

major art competitions, she was also the Director of Juries of the composition contest of the

San Francisco [ ional New- pt Filmfest, and the Artistic Director of America-Asia
Art Group. At the same time, she established the Global Outstanding Chinese Artists
Association which is based in San Francisco, and the GOCAA International Piano
Competition (GIPC), as well as the GOCAA International Vocal Competition (GIVC) and the
GOCAA International Strings Competition (GISC). As the founder and chairman of GOCAA
and the International music Competitions. Ms. Fangfang Pan has led numerous rising young
talents from all over the world showing their talents in music on many different stages
world-widely. Hundreds of these young talented pianists’ recitals and concerto concerts were

held, giving each of them great opportunities to become a better and more mature artist.

Due to the success of the GOCAA International Piano Competition (America Division), July
29th is announced as GOCAA Day by the Mayor of San Mateo, America. And Ms. Fangfang

Pan has been awarded Outstanding Contribution Awards several times from different cities.

Ms. Fangfang Pan has been performing with a couple of excellent musicians in duo forms,
such as Ms. Anna Maria Mendieta, the principal harpist with the Sacramento Philharmonic;
Mr. Matthew Linaman, cello professor from the Pre-college of San Francisco Conservatory of
Music, the Time Gramophone Concert Series they performed through cities from America,
Canada to China has been awarded Outstanding Artists Awards and reported by major media
like World Daily, Singtao Daily, News for Chines e, Sino Television, ChineseRadio.com,
ChineseRadio.cn, G&E AM1510 Radio, etc.

International Music Competition

Final Round

Chairman of GOCAA & Jury Member




Carrie Cheron

Associate Professor of Voice at Berklee College of Music

With a career of repertoire that spans the musical sphere, Grammy d soprano and multi-g
contemporary vocalist Carrie Cheron has been hailed as having the “voice of an angel” with “unfeigned expression,”
and has graced many stages across New England and beyond. Highly sought-ater as both a classical performer and
crossover artist, Carrie performs regularly as a soloist and ensemble member of Skylark Vocal Ensemble, Emmanuel

Music, Boston Baroque, Lorelei Ensemble, and folk/baroque collective Floyd’s Row, among others.

The 2021-2022 season opened with the world-premiere performance of Francine Trester's A Walk in her Shoes with
Boston Landmarks Orchestra at Boston's Hatch Shell. The season continues with performances and recording projects
with Skylark Vocal Ensemble and Lorelei Ensemble; Bach cantata BWV 213 in the Emmanuel Music Chamber Festival,

Bach’s St. John Passion, and countless performances of Bach cantatas with Fmmanuel Music; a solo appearance with

Boston Baroque in Vivaldi's Gloria; the world premiere of Paul Rudoi’s Our Transcendental Passion with Boston Ceci

and more.

Classical solo highlights of previous seasons include Vivaldi's Stabat Mater, Bach’s B Minor Mass, Christmas Oratorio,
Wolf's Spanisches Liederbuch, Britten's A Charm of Lullabies, and Bach cantatas with Emmanuel Music; an
international solo debut with Skylark Ensemble at the Holy Week Festival at St. John's, Smith Square in London,
accompanied with a live on-air performance on BBC Radio 3's program, “In Tune”; Haydn's Lord Nelson Mass,
Morzart's Requiem and Vesperae solennes de Domi
and Rachmaninoff's All-Night Vigil.

Handel's Isracl in Egyptand Messiah, Vivaldi’s Dixit Dominus,

On the operatic stage, Carrie recently performed the roles of Amore and Valletto with Boston Baroque in Monteverdi's
L'incoronazione di Poppea; Doctor/Loki in Guerilla Opera’s world premiere presentation of Per Bloland's opera Pedr

Solis; and Vicki in Francine Trester's chamber opera Florence Comes Home, based on the life of composer Florence Price.

A champion of contemporary classical composition, Ms. Cheron recently joined New Gallery Concert Series for the
world premiere of weavery, by composer Marti Epstein, written specifically for Ms. Cheron'’s voice. She also recorded
the song cycle Alice, by composer Thomas Oboe Lee; recently performed Boston composer Christopher Montgomery's

sang, cycle Ascent; and is preparing Francine Trester’s song, cycle Universal Orlando for an upcoming performance,

Afeatured soloist on all of Skylark Ensemble’s G inated recordings, Carrie performed a solo, a cappella track

of “Wayfaring Stranger” on Skylark's most recent Grammy-nominated album, s a Long Way. This November, Skylark
released its most recent album, A Christmas Carol, which includes a devastating arrangement of “Coventry Carol,” by
Benedict Sheehan, featuring Carrie as soloist. She can also be heard as a soloist on Lorelei Ensemble’s most recent
recording, Love Fail, and is featured on their aforementioned upcoming recording of Jessica Meyer's “I Long and Seek
After.”

Ms. Cheron is particularly proud to perform with Shelter Music Boston, which presents classical chamber music concerts
of the highest artistic standards, in homeless shelters and other sheltering environments in and around the Boston area.

She is also a founding and core member of Fudaimonia, a conductorless period orchestra that uses musical performance

1o support the social and work of partner organi In 2017, c with the
students of Longy School of Music to present a fully-staged production of Vivaldi's Juditha triumphans, in which Ms.
Cheron performed the title role.

As a nationally recognized performing singer/songwriter, Ms. Cheron’s original compositions and singing have been
celebrated by the John Lennon Songywriting Contest, Great Waters Folk Festival, Rocky Mountain Folks Fest, and the
Connecticut Folk Festival Songwriting Contest. She has shared the stage with such acclaimed artists as Sweet Honey In
The Rock, Anais Mitchell, The Barra MacNeils, Northern Lights, David Jacobs-Strain, and Edie Carey.

A dedicated educator, Carrie is an Associate Professor of Voice at Berklee College of Music, where she teaches healthy
vocal technique of all genres. When she s not performing or teaching, Carrie spends countless hours wading through
the woods, foraging for mushrooms, petting her beloved cat Zoe, and organizing seeds for the upcoming planting
season.
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Prof. Ernest Barretta

Piano Faculty, The Juilliard School Pre-College Division, New York

Recognized, at a young age, as a pianist “in command of his instrument and the music at
every intricate turn ... his technical expertise, stage presence and sensitivity to the music are
truly inspiring in so youthful a pianist™ (McKeesport Daily News), American pianist Ernest
Barretta continues to enjoy success as both soloist and chamber musician. He has
performed extensively throughout the United States and abroad, as soloist with the St.
Petersburg Symphony in St. Petersburg, Russia, the National Gallery Orchestra of
Washington, D.C. and the Mid-Atlantic Symphony Orchestra. Sought after for both his
performances of. and thoughts about, music, he has appeared in interviews and live
performances at XM Radio studios. on WBJC in Baltimore and WFLN in Philadelphia. He
has recorded contemporary, chamber and solo repertoire on multiple labels. and his solo
recording of works by Bach, Beethoven, and Musorgsky on the MRC label has earned
critical acclaim. As a collaborative artist. Barretta has performed and recorded with many
internationally recognized musicians, and is a member of the Allegheny Ensemble and the
Musa Amici trio. He twice appeared as soloist at the Seoul Summer Music Festival and
Academy in South Korea, where he also served as a member of the piano faculty: he has
also performed and given masterclasses at numerous music festivals in China and Tawain.
In addition. he has served as a juror at international piano competitions in New York,

China, and Taiwan.

Dr. Barretta additionally devotes a great deal of his time to teaching: the rewarding task of
working with emerging talent is an important part of his life as a musician. He is currently
on the piano faculty of the Juilliard School of Music, pre-college division, having served
previously on the piano faculties of The Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. lle
also enjoys working as conductor and composer, and is Music Director of the several

ensembles that make up the music program at St. Joseph, Fullerton, in Baltimore, MD.

Early studies of both piano and organ in the Pittsburgh, PA area led to top prizes in several
local competitions, including those of the Pittsburgh Concert Society and the Pittsburgh
Musician’s Club. He earned his BM in Piano Performance from the Oberlin Conservatory,
studying with Sanford Margolis, MM from the University of the Arts and DMA from the
Peabody Conservatory — studying with Yoheved Kaplinsky at both schools. He received
several honors and distinctions along the way, such as the Rudolph Serkin Prize (Oberlin),
the Strine Award (U of Arts) and the Zierler Award (Peabody). Currently, Dr. Barretta

resides in the Baltimore area with his wife, Cynthia, and their daughter.
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Juilliard




Ignat Solzhenitsyn

The Curtis Institute of Music

Recognized as one of today's most gifted artists, and enjoying an active career as both conductor and
pianist, Ignat Solzhenitsyn's lyrical and poignant interpretations have won him critical acclaim

throughout the world.

In 2019-20 Mr. Solzhenitsyn returns to the Bolshoi Theatre to lead La Clemenza di Tito and One Day

in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, both of which he conducted at their producti i He also

returns to the National Philharmonic of Russia, leads the London Chamber Orchestra in Hong Kong,

appears at Music@Menlo, and gives solo recitals in Rome, Madrid, and St. Petersburg.

Principal Guest Conductor of the Moscow Symphony Orchestra and Conductor Laureate of the
Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, Ignat Solzhenitsyn is much in demand as a guest conductor,
having recently led the symphonies of Baltimore, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Dallas, Indianapolis,
Milwaukee, Nashville, Phoenix, Seattle, and Toronto, the Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonie, the Czech
National Symphony, as well as many of the major orchestras in Russia including the Mariinsky
Orchestra, the St. Petersburg Philharmonic, the Moscow Philharmonic, and the Moscow Symphony.
He has partnered with such world-renowned soloists as Richard Goode, Gary Graffman, Steven
Isserlis, Gidon Kremer, Sylvia McNair, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Garrick Ohlsson, Mstislay

Rostropovich, and Mitsuko Uchida.

In recent seasons, his extensive touring schedule in the United States and FEurope has included

concerto fc with major including those of Boston, Chicago,

Philadelphia, Saint Louis, Los Angeles, Seattle, Baltimore, Washington, Montreal, Toronto, London,

Paris, Isracl, and Sydney. and with such distingui as Herbert

Blomstedt, James Conlon, James DePreist, Charles Dutoit, Lawrence Foster, Valery Gergiev,

Krzysztof Penderecki. André Previn, Mstislav Rostropovich, Gerard Schwarz, Wolfgang Sawallisch,
Maxim Shostakovich, Yuri Temirkanov and David Zinman. In addition to his recital appearances in
the United States at New York’s 92nd Street Y. Philadelphia’s Kimmel Center, St. Paul's Ordway
Theatre, Ann Arbor’s Hill Auditorium, Salt Lake City’s Abravanel Hall, San Francisco’s Herbst
Theatre, and many others from coast to coast, Mr. Solzhenitsyn has also given numerous recitals in
Europe and the Far East in such major musical centers as London, Milan, Zurich, Moscow, Tokyo,

and Sydney.

An avid chamber musician, Mr. Solzhenitsyn has collaborated with the Emerson, Borodin, Brentano,
and St. Petersburg String Quartets, and in four-hand recital with Mitsuko Uchida. He has frequently
appeared at international festivals, including Salzburg, Evian, Ludwigsburg, Caramoor, Ojai,

Marlboro, Nizhniy Novgorod and Moscow’s famed December Evenings.

A winner of the Avery Fisher Career Grant, Ignat Solzhenitsyn serves on the faculty of the Curtis
Institute of Music. He has been featured on many radio and television specials, including CBS Sunday

Morning and ABC’s Nightline. Born in Moscow, Mr. Solzhenitsyn resides in New York City.
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Lisa Yui, DMA

Yamaha Artist
Manhattan School of Music
The Juilliard School, Juilliard Extension

Described as “amusical phenomenon” (Pianiste Magazine), Yamaha Artist Lisa Yui enjoys a multifaceted musical carcer as pianist, lecturer,

teacher, author, and musical director. Since making her concerto debut al the age of seven, Lisa Yui has performed throughout North

Ameriea, Furope, and Asia as a recitalist and soloist wit

orchestra, She is the top prizewinner of the Senigallia Intemational Piano

Compet

aly. the Super Classics International Auditions in Tokyo, and hus twice been the recipient of a Canads Council Scholarship.

Lisa Yui has performed as soloist with prominent orchestras such as the Tokyo Symphony, Polish National Radio, Toranto Symphony,

Edmonton Symphony. the Montreal Metropolitan Orchestra, and the Krakow State Phil have been broadeast o

WOXR (New York), CBC (Canadian Broadeast Corporation), CIRT-FM (Ontario, Canada), and STV (Sapporo, Japan). She has performed
in Suntory Hallin Tokyo, Roy Thompson Hall in Toronto, Thédtre du Chitelet in Paris, and the Liszt Feren Memorial Museu in Budapest,

among other major concert venues around the world

10 2005 Ms. Yui was chosen from over 1000 applicents is one of the few Canadian artists (0 paticipate in the World Exposition in Aichi,
Japan, where she performed and hosted in Fnglish, Japancse, and French, She performed a program of works by Liszt, Ravel, and Canadian
composers Francois Morel and Colin McPhee. She has been inviled twice 1o be the featured guest artist on the 101 Days Around the World

Tour of the Japanese cruise ship Nipponman

Asa lecturer and performer, Ms. Yui originated The Lives of the Piano. Manhattan School of Music’s first piana lecture/concert series, now
inits 215t season, She has been invited as a lecturer to the Juilliard Sehool, Kunitachi Music University, Princeton University, Washington
and Lee University, and the University of Toronto, among other universities, colleges and venues. In 2005, Ms. Yui produced a nine-part

Tecture/concert series in New York, “Beethoven at Yamaha.” in which 30 eminent pianists,

luding Ms. Yui. performed. The following
year, she produced “Liszt at Yamaha,” appearing along with 30 guest scholars and artists, among them Alan Walker, Leslic Howard, Thomas
Mastroianni, and Jerome Lowenthal. She has performed. lectured and given masterclasses in various music conferences, including the
MTNA National Conference and NAMM Show in California.

Lisa Yui has worked extensively with the Yamaha Disklavier, having given numerous performances, including a solo recital of music for
four hands, two pianos, and piano and orchestra, as well as long-distance “remote lessons ™ A short film on her wark with the Disklavier,

sponsored by Cisco, was filmed by Jae Choe.

Lisa Yui's CD of the music of Carl Maria von Weber and Jan |

slav Dussck was awarded the highest rating, the “Pianiste Macstro,” by
the French music magazine, Pianiste. 1ler DVD/Blu-ray recording of four Beethoven Sonatas with commentary was released on the Aurora
Classics label, gamering rave reviews.

Lisa Yui's insightful writing on music has appeared in numerous publications such as Clavier Companion, EPTA Journal, and Listen. on a
variety of topics including the lifc and influence of the virtuosic 19th-century pianist Maric Pleyel, on whom Dr. Yui wrote her doctoral

thesis.

Lisa Yui's principal teachers and mentors include Giovanni Valentini, Byron Janis, Marc
David Dubal, Jean-Paul Sevilla and Leonid Hambro. She received her bachelor’s degree at the Juilliard School, where she received the
Humanities Award, and her master"s and doctor of musical arts degrees at Manhattan School of Music, which awarded her both the Roy M

fverman, Oxana Yablonskaya, Edna Golandsky,

Rubinstein Award, given to a graduate with exceptional promise in piano, and the Helen Cohn Award as outstanding doctoral graduate. She
has also pacticipated in master classes with Emanuel Ax, Alicia de Larrocha, Conrad Hansen, Leon Fleisher,

ugene Istomin, and Anton
Kuerti.

In addition 1o producing The Lives of the Piano series at Manhattan School of Music, Lisa Yui teaches graduate piano literature, keyboard
skills, Historical Recordings of Great Pianists, and The 32 Beethoven Sonatas at Manhattan School of Music. She is the recipient of the
Schools 2018 Presidents Medal for Distinguished Service, Lisa Yui is currently also on the faculty of the Juilliard Extension, where she
teaches piano and keyboard literature. Previous appointments include piano faculty at John J. Cali School of Music at Montclair State
University, department chair of the Musi

Advancement Program at the Juilliard School, and director of Ensemble 212’ Young Atist
Competition Series. Lisa Yui has served as a member of numerous compefition juri
n and the Canadian Chopin Competition.

including the National Finals of the Canadian Music

Compet
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Lynn Chang

Professor of Violin at Boston Conservatory at Berklee

Lynn Chang joined the Conservatory in 1982 and is a professor of violin.

A top-prize winner in the international Paganini Competition, Chang enjoys an active
international career as a soloist, chamber musician, and educator. For 25 years, he
performed as a member of the Boston Chamber Music Society, and he has appeared at the
Marlboro and Tanglewood music festivals and as a soloist with orchestras worldwide.
He has performed with members of the Juilliard, Tokyo, Cleveland, Vermeer, and Orion
string quartets. His discography includes the works of William Grant Still on New World
Records, Made in America with Yo-Yo Ma on Sony, and the Grammy Award-winning
The Girl with Orange Lips with Dawn Upshaw on Nonesuch Records. In 2010 Chang
performed at the Nobel Peace Prize Ceremony in Oslo, Norway, to honor Chinese
dissident Liu Xiaobo, and in 2011 he performed for President Obama at the nationally

telecast Kennedy Center Honors to celebrate cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

Chang received a degree in music from Harvard University and studied the violin with
Ivan Galamian at the Juilliard School. Chang's former students now serve as members of
the Boston and Chicago symphony orchestras, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and the
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. His former student Joseph Lin was recently named first
violin of the Juilliard String Quartet.

Chang served as vice chair of the board of overseers for Harvard University from 2008 to
2014, where he also served as chair of the committee on arts and humanities. In 2015 he
served on the visitation committees for the Harvard University Department of Music and
Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures. For the past several summers, he
has worked with the Asian Youth Orchestra in Hong Kong and has taught and
performed at the Green Mountain Chamber Music Festival in Vermont, the Heifetz

Institute, and the Vivace Vilnius Festival in Lithuania.
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Matthew Odell, DMA

American Pianist

Piano Faculty, The Juilliard School, Pre-College & Evening Division

Piano Faculty, Académie internationale d’été in Nice, France

The American pianist Matthew Odell began his studies at the age of 10 and has since won acclaim for
performances of a wide range of repertoire as a solo recitalist, soloist with orchestra, and chamber
musician. He has been hailed as “excellent” by the New York Times and “brilliant ... playing with total
commitment and real abandon” by Gramophone. Highlights of past concert seasons include such diverse
projects as Messiaen’s Des canyons aux étoiles... with David Robertson and the Juilliard Orchestra for the

reopening of Alice Tully Hall, a pei in the New York Phi ‘s Stravinsky Festival, and a

tour of concerts, lectures, and masterclasses in England, France, and Spain. Recent concerts have featured
the complete solo piano works of Olivier Messiaen, Pierre Boulez, Elliott Carter, John Adams, and Michel
Merlet.

In addition to performances in Weill Recital I1all and Zankel I1all at Carnegie Hall, Alice Tully Hall,
Merkin Hall, and the 92nd Street Y in New York, Mr. Odell has appeared at the Kennedy Center in

D.C,, St. Martin-in-the-Fields in London, and at venues in Boston, Chicago, Miami, Paris,

Moscow, St. Petersburg, Taipei, and Helsinki. He has also performed at the Aspen Music Festival, the
European American Musical Alliance in Paris, New York’s Focus! Festival, the La Gesse Festival in
Toulouse, France, Nuits musicales and Concerts du cloitre in Nice, France, and the Rohm International

Music Festival in Kyoto, Japan.

A passionate advocate of the music of our time, Mr. Odell frequently premieres works written for him. He
has performed contemporary repertoire with the New Juilliard Ensemble, AXIOM, Peabody Camerata,
and the American Art Song Festival, a group he founded in 2004. He has worked with many prominent
composers, including Pierre Boulez, John Corigliano, Ned Rorem, Mark Adamo, Michel Merlet, and Robert
Aldridge.  His debut album Connections: The Piano Music of Olivier Messiaen and his Students was

recently released on Albany Records.

M. Odell's special love of the art song repertoire has resulted in many recitals with singers from around
the world, including the British bass-baritone John Shirley-Quirk and members of the Metropolitan Opera.
For five years he served on the coaching faculty of the Académic internationale d'été in Nice, France, and
he has performed in the Marilyn Horne Foundations’s festival The Song Continues at Carnegie Hall. At
Lincoln Center he has presented a tribute to baritone Pierre Bernac as well as the complete songs of Barber

and Duparc. He is a founding member of The ITampton Trio and Acacia and has collaborated with a wide

array of musicians, including clarinetist Charles Neidich and pianist Peter

Mr. Odell currently teaches at The Juilliard School and frequently presents master classes, workshops, and

lectures at g ional ¢ and universiti ghout the US and Furope. In May 2010 he
graduated with a doctoral degree from The Juilliard School, where he studied with Margo Garrett,
Jonathan Feldman, and Brian Zeger. He studied further with Marian Hahn at the Peabody Conservatory
of Music, graduating Pi Kappa Lambda with both a master of music degree and a graduate performance

diploma in piano performance and with Laurence Morton at Bob Jones University. He also worked with

Karl-Heinz Kimmerling at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria and with Ann Schein at the Aspen Mus
School.

For more i ion, visit www. com.
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Prof. Michael Lewin

Professor of Piano at Boston Conservatory at Berklee

Michael Lewin is one of America's most eminent and esteemed concert pianists. A
professor of piano, he joined the Conservatory in 1990, and is the founder and artistic

director of the acclaimed Boston Conservatory Piano Masters Series.

A Steinway Artist, Lewin's active international career has taken him to more than 30
countries for recitals, major music festivals, PBS television broadcasts, and orchestral
performances of a repertoire of 40 concertos with numerous symphony orchestras. His
orchestral  engagements include the Moscow Chamber Orchestra, Netherlands
Philharmonic, Bucharest Philharmonic, China National Orchestra, Cairo Symphony,
State Symphony of Athens, 13 concerts with the Boston Pops, and the symphonies of

Phoenix, Indianapolis, Puerto Rico, Miami, Colorado, and North Carolina.

Lewin's awards include a Grammy (2014), third prize in the Franz Liszt International
Competition (1986), first prize in the Kapell International Competition (1983), and the
American Pianists Association Fellowship Award (1982). His Billboard classical
chart-topping and award-winning discography includes 14 solo recordings for the
Naxos, Centaur, and Sono Luminus labels, featuring the music of Scarlatti, Griffes,
Gottschalk, Bolcom, Debussy, Liszt, and others. He is a devoted chamber musician, and

many contemporary composers have written new works for him.

Critics have lauded his “immense technique and ability” (New York Times) and
“dazzling music-making” (Gramophone, England), calling him “a poet and a virtuoso”
(De Telegraaf, Amsterdam) with “profound understanding and a deeply heartfelt voice”

(Pravda, Moscow) and applauding his “passion and precision” (Washington Post).

Lewin earned a B.M. and M.M. from the Juilliard School, with additional studies with
Leon Fleisher and in France with Yvonne Lefébure. A highly sought-after teacher, he has
taught many prize-winning and successful pianists, gives master classes worldwide, and

is a frequent international competition judge.

Professional Awards and Recognitions

* Grammy Award (2014)

* Aaron Copland Recording Award (2010)

* Franz Liszt International Competition (1986)

* American Pianists Association Fellowship Award (1983)

+ William Kapell International Piano Competition (1982)
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Mika Sasaki, DMA

Japanese-American Pianist, Chamb ician, and Ed

The Juilliard School of Music, Evening Division, and College Division
Piano and Chamber Music Faculty, Rushmore Music Festival

& Charles Ives Concert Series Chamber Music Intensive

Pianist Mika Sasaki is an imaginative and versatile soloist, chamber musician, and educator
whose performances and teaching have taken her to the U K., Italy, Japan, Switzerland. and
throughout the U.S. Her debut album, Obsidian: Mika Sasaki plays Clara Schumann,
released on Yarlung Records in 2016, was highly acclaimed by the Online Merker as

“illuminat|ing] the artistic inspiration and creative exchange between three Romantic souls,™

Clara Sct Robert Sch and Jol Brahms. Her playing has been
broadcasted on WQXR, WFMT, KQAC, and Radio Sweden, and she has performed

Juilliard | 5

concertos with the Sinfonia of Cambridge (U.K.). New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, 92Y

Orchestra, and more recently with the InterSchool Symphony Orchestra of New York.

Dr. Sasaki has won awards at the Peabody Conservatory, Soleil Music Competition in
Tokyo, All Japan Classical Music Competition, and the NJSO Young Artists Audition. Her

festival include Music@Menlo, Tang] d, Accademia Musicale Chigiana,

PianoSonoma, Taos. Yellow Barn, Aspen, Focus!, Icicle Creek, Rushmore, SoundWaves
(Omaha), Mannes Beethoven Institute, Caramoor, Shandelee, Weekend of Chamber Music,
and Summer Performing Arts with Juilliard in Geneva, Switzerland. She is the pianist of

Ensemble Mélange and fi ly izes with the Chamel Arts E ble in

Boston, Manhattan Chamber Players, Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble Connect, and with her duo
partners. She is an artist faculty member at Music@Menlo’s Young Performers Program and
the Charles Ives Music Festival at the Western Connecticut Youth Orchestra during the

summer.

She is an alumna of the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins University (B.M.,

MM.), Ei ble C: t—a two-year fellowship program of Carnegie Hall, Juilliard, and
Weill Institute in partnership with the NYC Department of Education—and The Juilliard
School (D.M.A.), where she was awarded the Juilliard Career Advancement Fellowship as a
graduate who demonstrated outstanding artistry and achievement in leadership,

P ip, and breadth of

Based in New York City, Dr. Sasaki is a faculty member at Juilliard. where she teaches
piano, chamber music, and keyboard skills courses in the Evening Division, and Piano

Topics and keyboard skills for pianists in the College Division. mikasasaki.com
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Paul Laraia

Associate Professor of Violin at Boston Conservatory at Berklee

Paul Laraia joined the Conservatory in 2023 as an associate professor of viola.

Acclaimed by The Strad for his "eloquent” and "vibrant" playing, Laraia is an active
soloist, chamber musician, and new music proponent. In competition, he was awarded
First Prize in the 13th Lionel Tertis International Viola Competition, First Prize in the 14th
National Sphinx Competition, and Gold Medal with High Distinction at the fifth

Manhattan International Music Competition.

As an internationally acclaimed soloist, Laraia has performed with major orchestras such
as the Pittsburgh Symphony, Atlanta Symphony, Filharmonica de Bogot4, New Jersey
Symphony, Nashville Symphony, New Haven Symphony, San Francisco Chamber
Orchestra, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, and has been a featured soloist at London's
Wigmore Hall, the Shalin Liu Performance Center, the 40th International Viola Congress,
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and in various venues in New York

City, Philadelphia, and Boston.

Since 2013, Laraia has been a member of the Grammy Award-winning Catalyst Quartet,
which is currently in residence at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City for
the 2022-2024 seasons and at Chamber Music Northwest in Portland, Oregon.

An avid new music proponent, Laraia has worked directly with many of the leading
voices in composition such as Jessie Montgomery, David Ludwig Serkin, Gabriella Lena
Frank, Richard Danielpour, Jimmy Lopez, and Todd Machover. He also maintains a close
artistic partnership with Taiwanese composer Shiuan Chang, with whom he is crafting a

new work as a requiem for peace in our troubled times.

Laraia completed his studies at New England Conservatory under Kim Kashkashian and

the Glenn Gould School in Toronto under Steven Dann.

Professional Awards and Recognitions:
First Prize Lionel Tertis International Viola Competition (2019)
First Prize Sphinx Competition (2011)
Grammy Award for Best Jazz Vocal Album, Dreams and Daggers (2016)
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Prof. Rhonda Rider

Professor of Cello at Boston Conservatory at Berklee

For over two decades, cellist Rhonda Rider was a member of the Naumburg
Award-winning Lydian Quartet and Triple Helix Piano Trio. Rider’s many chamber
music and solo recordings have been nominated for Grammy Awards and cited as
Critic's Choice in both the New York Times and Boston Globe. With the Lydians she was
awarded numerous prizes at Banff, Evian and Portsmouth Competitions. As a soloist, she
won the Concert Artists Guild Award as well as an Aaron Copland Recording Grant. She
has performed at the Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, Corcoran Gallery, Wigmore Hall,
Symphony Space, Library of Congress, Los Angeles County Museum of Art and has been
a guest artist with the Boston Chamber Music Society, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Castle
of Our Skins, New Gallery Series, Chatter ABQ, Radius, Chameleon Arts and Shelter
Music Boston. Dedicated to the performance of new music, Rider has premiered and
recorded works by such renowned composers as John Harbison, Lee Hyla, Yu-Hui

Chang, Raven Chacon, Laura Kaminsky and Elliott Carter.

Rider has given masterclasses at schools including Yale School of Music, Oberlin
Conservatory, New England Conservatory, Tainan University for the Arts and Hong
Kong Academy of Performing Arts. She has served as a panelist for the National
Endowment for the Arts, American String Teachers’ Association, Music Teacher’s
National Association and Chamber Music America. She has also adjudicated at the
Concert Artists Guild, Stulberg and Fischoff Competitions.

Always interested in bringing classical music to unusual and essential places, Rider was
named Artist-in-Residence at Grand Canyon and Petrified Forest National Parks.
Eighteen works for solo cello were commissioned for these residencies. The works have
been performed, by numerous cellists, across the U.S. in a wide variety of venues from

Boston and Dallas to Wupatki National Monument and rural New York State.

During the summer months, she performs and teaches at festivals including Music from
Salem, Green Mountain Chamber Music Festival, Tanglewood, Harvard Chamber Music
Festival and is the cello coach for the Asian Youth Orchestra (Hong Kong). Each June, she
holds a Cello Seminar dedicated to ¢

York. Continuing the teaching legacy of her mentors Aldo Parisot, Richard Kapuscinski

S

p v music in } 1 County, New
and Robert Koff, Rider is Professor of Cello at Boston Conservatory at Berklee where she
was twice awarded Outstanding Teacher of the Year/Best of Berklee. Her cello octet,
BoCoCelli, regularly premieres works and most recently recorded a 360-degree video at
Power Station/BerkleeNY.

Rider holds degrees from Oberlin Conservatory and Yale School of Music.
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Utar Artun

Associate Professor at Berklee College of Music

Utar Artun was born in Ankara, Turkey. In 2006, he arranged musical pieces for the theater play “The 7 Women”.
Artun arranged numerous movie soundtracks and oldies/ jazz music for symphonic orchestras, and the Bursa Regional

Symphony Orchestra, Antalya State

mphony, Cukurova State Symphony, Presidential Symphony Orchestra and

Lzmir State Symphony Orchestra performed his arrangements and compositions in live concerts. In Turkey, Artun
performed at the 19th Istanbul Jazz Festival, 12th Side Culture Art Festival, the 7th Eskisehir Jazz Festival, 12th
International Ankara Jazz Festival, éth International Mersin Music Festival, and 25th International Ankara Music
Festival. In 2008, Artun graduated from Percussion Department of Hacettepe Conservatory with 2nd Rank (runner-up)

Degree of School Placement Award (Turkey).

After his graduation, he participated to European Scholarship Tours of Berklee College of Music and graduated in 25
years with summa cum laude degree. He was awarded for highly “Honorable Mention” from Berklee Contemporary
Symphony Orchestra Composition Competition, Bares&Noble award, 5 Dean’s List awards, Outstanding Pianist
award, Arif Mardin Scholarship Award and Brian Oliver Memorial Award. He was among, the finalist of ASCAP's
Morton Gould Young Composers Competition (2010) and Young Jazz Composers Competition (2011). In January 2010
and 2012, one of his compositions was selected to Jazz Revaluation Records CDs. He was a JRR artist of Berklee and
Artun was a part of ‘Birds of Feather’, ‘Octave’ and ‘Ripple Effect’ albums. In 2011, he performed with Kevin Eubanks
in the studio recording session of WGBH Studios - Boston, MA. In the

He's been in workshops, clinics, concert
performances and album recordings with world renowned artists such as Bobby McFerrin, Dave Weckl, Jojo Mayer,
Arto Tuncboyaciyan, Dave Liebman, Antonio Sanchez, Mark Guiliana, Rudresh Mahanthappa, Simon Shaheen, Dave
Holland, Larry Finn, Eddie Gomez, Jason Moran, Fred Hersch, Kati Agocs, Hankus Netsky, Ken Schaphorst, Mehmet
Ali Sanlikol, Erkan Ogur, Anat Cohen, Yazhi Guo, Luis Conte, Kenwood Dennard, Jason Linder, Ledi nd David
Fiuczynski. He involves into the Rhythm of the Universe and Berklee Yo-Team Projects as an Arranger, Performer,

Conductor and Orchestrator, and Planet MicroJam Institute at Berklee College of Music.

Artun won the 18th HALICI MIDI Composition Contest and 2nd place in the Berklee Film Scoring Contest 7 in 2011.
In February 2013, He won a runner-up award of the TRT 2013 Children Choir Contest. In 2013, Artun won the Highest
Award of SCAMV 1st National Symphot
Foundation of Modern Fducation (CEV) and Ankara Jazz Society (ACD). In 2016, won the 3rd place award of 9th

Composition Contest. In Turkey, he is one the highly awarded scholars of

Eczacibasi National Composition Contest with his symphonic lied "Hiclik". Artun has done numerous international
studio recordings, albums, festivals, concerts and performances such as Undead Jazz Festival, Burlington Jazz Festival,

Europalia Arts festival in Belgium, Musicacoustica Festival in China, Abu Dhabi Festival, Boston Jazz

st, Barcelona
Guitar Festival, Vilnius Jazz Testival in Lithuania and Detroit Jazz Festival. Artun had performances, touring and

clinics in Switzerland (HKB-Bern & AMR Geneva), France (Paris, Sunset and Nancy, Music Academy International),

Austria (Innsbruck - Treibhaus), Germany (Berl ; dam- Panama), China (Beijing
Central Conservatory) and ltaly (Gezmataz Jazz Festival, Genova). He did a tour with Jussi Reijonen in Finland along
with 8 performances and 5 workshops. Also, he had plenty of interviews, TV broadcasts and newspaper-press cuttings

“neotolia” EP album - Rose Lace in 2014 and

in USA, Europe and Turkey. With Nazan Nihal, he released their band”
they won a Bronze Medal from Global Music Awards 2014. In 2017, they released their 2nd album “Neotolian Song”
and finished their USA CD Release tour. Recently, he won the Boston Microtonal Society Award and released his solo
music video “Cajonversations”. Currently, he's writing new ballet music for the Ankara State Opera & Ballet's Modern
Dance projects. In 2017, He composed the first Piano & Cajon Concertant in the world and he premiered it at Zorlu PSM
in Istanbul with Istanbul Symphony Orchestra.

In 2015, Artun got his M.M. degree from the historic New England Conservatory with ‘ Academic Honors”. He has also
composed and arranged over 120 pieces for symphony orchestra, as well as more than 160 pieces for brass bands and
big bands. Featured on various studio albums as a piano player, arranger, and drummer. His compositions and
arrangements are performed in USA, Switzerland, Turkey, Holland, China, Canada, Taiwan and Russia. Artun is
working as an Arranger for Ankara Kent Bigband and Musical Director for Classical Oasis Ensemble. Furthermore,
He's a voting member at The Recording Academy for upcoming Grammy Awards. In addition to that, Utar Artun is a
member of SCI, NACUSA, Cagdas Turk Bestecileri and BML Currently,

College of Music.

Artun is an Associate Professor at Berklee
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Prof. Victoria Mushkatkol

Piano Faculty, The Juilliard School Pre-College Division, New York

Founder and Artistic Director, Vladimir Nielsen Piano Festival

Pianist Victoria Mushkatkol has gamered an international reputation as a recitalist, chamber music, soloist and
pedagogue, having appeared in front of orchestras in the US, Europe, Asia and Russia. Her performances have
been called “incendiary,” “blazing™ and “world-class™ by the Kalamazoo Gazette. The New York Concert

Review praised her “beautiful, deep sound™ and the Grand Rapids Press hailed her tone as “full” and “vibrant.”

Mushkatkol’s artistry has taken her to leading stages worldwide from Moscow, Russia to Japan and the

Republic of China, including the Royal Family of Thailand in Bangkok. Tn a recent concert at Carnegie Hall’s

Weill Recital Hall, presented by the Viadimir Nielsen F ion, Ms. was imed a “splendid
pianist” by the New York Concert Review, which went on to write: “Her command of the keyboard is complete;

her technique is so relaxed and effortless.”

Both as a performer and a pedagogue, Victoria Mushkatkol has appeared at numerous festivals, including the
Puigcerda International Festival in Spain, the Festival Soesterberg in Netherlands, the Taiwan Music Festival
in Taipei, the Hamptons' Pianofest in New York, Juilliard-in-Korea Summer Festival Casual Classics, Eastern
Music Festival in North Carolina, Burgos International Music Festival in Spain , Escuela internazional de
musica in Oviedo, Spain, Garfagnana music festival and Narnia summer festival in Italy and the Prague

International piano Festival.

With an established reputation as a sensitive and avid chamber musician, Ms. Mushkatkol has collaborated with
numerous eminent artists such as violinists Evgeny Bushkov, Julia Bushkova and Charles Casselman, cellists
Karen Buranskas and André Emelianoff, clarinetist Janet Hilton, as well as the Leontovich, Veronika. and
Amernet String Quartets. Her performances have been broadcast on radio stations throughout the US, while her
recent discography includes recordings of Bach’s French Overture and Chopin’s Ballades and Scherzi, among

others.

An i i i Ms. N was on the faculties of the Interlochen Arts

Academy and the Oberlin Conservatory, and has presented master classes throughout the U.S., Europe and

Asia: recently in Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen, China. Throughout her career, many of her students

emerged as prize-wil on the i i ition circuit, taking prominent places in the music world.

Making her debut with the Kiev Philharmonic at the extraordinary age of ten, Victoria has garnered awards
from multiple competitions including the Chopin Competition in Leningrad and the Russian National Piano
Competition, to name a few. Ms. Mushkatkol was a protégé of one of Russia’s most eminent piano teachers —

Vladimir Nielsen - at the Petersburg Conservatory, from which she has graduated with the highest honors.

In recent years, Victoria Mushkatkol has returned to Russia, performing at the Gnessin Institute in Moscow ,

the Museum of Music, Maly Zal and Sheremetiev Palace, in St. Petersburg, State Philharmonia in Novgorod .

as well as giving master classes and serving as the guest performer at the Festival International Conservatory

week in St. Petersburg.

Victoria Mushkatkol is currently on the faculty at the Juilliard School Pre College Division, and is the Founder

and Artistic Director of Vladimir Nielsen Piano Festival in Sag Harbor, New York since 2007.
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Yi-heng Yang, DMA

Pianist and Fortepianist

Piano Faculty, The Juilliard School of Music, Evening Division, College Division and
Pre-College Division

Director, Academy for Fortepiano Performance in Hunter, NY

Creator of the International Fortepiano Salon Series

Pianist and fortepianist Yi-heng Yang has been described as an “exquisite
collaborator (Opera News), “suberbly adept (Gramophone)” and noted for her

“remarkable expressivity and technique (Early Music Magazine).”

Her work spans from collaborations on period instruments with visionary artists
such as the Grammy award-winning tenor Karim Sulayman, in their acclaimed
and timely album, “Where Only Stars Can Hear Us (Avie Records)” to
groundbreaking and provocative explorations into Romantic and Classical
performance practice with cellist Kate Bennett Wadsworth (Brahms Cello Sonatas,
Deux-Elles), baroque violinist Abby Karr (Mendelssohn Violin Sonatas, Olde
Focus), and harpsichordist Rebecca Cypess (“Sisters Face-to-Face” Acis).

As a soloist and collaborator, Yi-heng has appeared at festivals and series such as
The Boston Early Music Festival, The New York Philharmonic Ensembles Series at
Merkin IHall, The Serenata of Santa Fe Series, Sunday Chatter Albuquerque, The
Dayton Early Music Series, The Frederick Collection, The Finchcocks Collection,
The Cobbe Collection, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Apple Hill Chamber
Music Festival, and the Utrecht Early Music Festival Fringe.

Ms. Yang holds a doctorate in piano from the Juilliard School, and studied there
with Veda Kaplinksy, Robert McDonald, Julian Martin. She studied fortepiano
with Stanley Hoogland at the Amsterdam Conservatory. She has received grants
from The Mustard Seed Foundation’s Harvey Fellowship, and The Dutch Ministry
of Culture’s Huygens Award. Ms. Yang is on the faculty at The Juilliard School
Preparatory and College Divisions, where she teaches piano, fortepiano, chamber
music, keyboard skills and improvisation. She has also taught at The Mannes
School of Music and Rutgers University. She is a director of The Academy for
Fortepiano Performance in Hunter, NY, and the creator of their International

Fortepiano Salon Series.
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Meigui Zhang
The Mannes School of Music

“Her voice literally floated past the space she stood in and “lived in” and created remarkable, layered

beauty.” — OperaWire

Ms. Zhang will represent China in the 2023 BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Competition. She makes
her Los Angeles Opera debut in Don Giovanni (Zerlina) and her debut with the Boston Symphony at
Tanglewood in Cosi fan tutte (Despina). She also joins the Philadelphia Orchestra at the Saratoga
Performing Arts Center in J.L. Adams’ Vespers of the Blessed Earth, The 2022/23 scason features an
exciting role debut as Euridice in San Francisco Opera’s Orfeo ed Euridice, her Atlanta Opera debut as
Zerlina in Don Giovanni, and a return to the Metropolitan Opera covering Ilia in Idomenco. She also
features as the soprano soloist in Mozart’s Requiem with the North Carolina Symphony. Beethoven
Missa solemnis with Bard College’s The Orchestra Now, and Bruckner’s Te Deum with New Jersey

Symphony.

The 2021/22 sparkled with notable performances with csteemed venues. At the Metropolitan Opera, Ms.
Zhang sang an “energetic, bright-voiced Thibault” in Sir David McVicar’s Don Carlos under the baton of
Yannick Nézet-Séguin, as well as reprised her “warm, honeyed” Barbarina in Le nozze di Figaro. She
also made her triumphant debut at the San Francisco Opera starring in the lead role of Dai Yu in Bright
Sheng’s The Dream of the Red Chamber. As a soprano soloist, she performed Mahler’s Symphony No. 4

throughout China with the Sichuan Symp Orchestra, ’s Symp No. 9 at the National

Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing, Bach’s Coffee Cantata with Music@Menlo Chamber Music

Festival, and concerts with both the Xi‘an and Shenzhen Symphony Orchestras.

In previous seasons, Ms. Zhang performed with Switzerland’s Verbier Festival in Die Zauberflote
(Pamina), Opera National Bordeaux and Guangzhau Opera House in Don Giovanni (Zerlina),
Philadelphia Orchestra in L’Enfant et les Sortiléges, Tianjin Grand Opera in The Rape of Lucretia

(Lucia), and Harbin Symphony Orchestra in Fidelio ( i Addi I roles include the

title role in Lucia di Lammermoor, Despina in Cosi fan tutte, Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro, and the title
role in Roméo et Juliette. Previous concert appearances include Mozart’s *Exsultate, jubilate’ with the
New Jersey Symphony, Gliére’s Concerto for Coloratura Soprano & Orchestra with Camerata Notturna,
and solo recitals with pianist Ken Noda at Lincoln Center’s Bruno Walter Auditorium and Miami’s

Wertheim Performing Arts Center.

Ms. Zhang was the Grand Prize winner of the 2019 Verbier Festival “Prix Yves Paternot”, a finalist in the
2019 Queen Sonja International Music Competition, and took second place at the 2020 Opera Index
Competition. She won the Audience Prize at the 2020 Glyndebourne Opera Cup. While in the
Metropolitan Opera’s Lindemann Young Artist Development Program, Ms. Zhang made her
Metropolitan Opera debut as the Bloody Child in Macbeth, followed by Barbarina in Le nozze di Figaro.
While attending the Merola Opera Program, she performed as Anne Trulove in The Rake’s Progress, and
at the Chautauqua Institute, she was seen as Pamina in Die Zauberflite. Ms. Zhang earned her master’s
degree from the Mannes School of Music, where she was a recipient of the George and Elizabeth Award,

and completed her bachelor’s degree at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.
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